
Caring for Nevada  by Sue Hecht, Nevada Woman magazine 

Kaitlin Backlund grew up riding horses along the alfalfa fields in Douglas County.

“I remember taking long rides, listening to the sweet sounds of the birds. I really love this place. Nevada is one of the most beautiful places on the planet to me,” 
Kaitlin reminisces. “It’s very important to me to protect the environment that inspired and nurtured me when I was a young girl.”

Although, she has traveled extensively, to Hawaii, Russia, Southeast Asia, and Europe, Nevada is still very much her home sweet home.

Now Kaitlin lives in Carson City and splits her time between the Reno and Las Vegas offices as the executive director of Citizen Alert, a grassroots environmental 
group based in the state of Nevada. Citizen Alert provides education, advocacy, and empowerment to citizens on matters of environmental policy and environmental 
justice. Citizen Alert works to assure public participation and government accountability on issues that affect the land and people of Nevada.

Preventing the disposal of high-level nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain, sovereign Western 
Shoshone land 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas is the organization's charter issue of concern. “I remember doing a book report in fourth grade about the dangers of 
nuclear 
power. Kids today respond the same way I did. They are disheartened to discover yet another huge societal problem to face," Kaitlin posits.

Environmental activism was not Kaitlin's first passion. After earning 
Bachelor and Masters degrees from U.C. Davis and the University of Southern 
California respectively, she vigorously pursued a career in physical therapy 
for nearly ten years. During that time, she she traveled to juggling festivals 
around the world, including a journey to Tibilisi, Georgia to save the oldest 
circus building in the former Soviet Union. Juggling was and is a favorite 
hobby left over from college. 

Kaitlin’s awakening to activism came with a move to the Big Island of Hawaii.
"My priorities shifted. I swam with wild dolphins, watched lava flowing into 
the ocean, and learned to live with solar energy and rain catchment. I also 
became a student of Hawaiian culture,” Kaitlin recalls. “I watched people with very difficult lives, 
working multiple jobs, raising kids with virtually no money, who still found time to give back to their community. 
It inspired me to return home to Nevada and get involved."

Prior to accepting the executive director position with Citizen Alert,
Kaitlin worked as an assistant lobbyist for the Sierra Club and the
Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada during the 1999 Nevada State
Legislative Session.

"Having been away from the state, I was really fortunate to have the 
opportunity to participate in the 1999 legislative session." Kaitlin says. 
"It gave me the chance to catch up on the issues, meet legislators and make 
connections with the environmental community."

In the past year alone, Citizen Alert has mobilized thousands of Nevadans to 
legally record their comments on the proposed nuclear waste repository at 
Yucca Mountain, worked together with the Sierra Club to produce "Smart 
Growth, Las Vegas Style", a guide to citizen recommendations on reducing the 
impacts of sprawl in the Las Vegas Valley, cultivated a new citizen's group 
to address issues of accountability at the Reno/Tahoe International Airport,  
and continued to work as an ally of Great Basin Native Americans.


